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Klapmuts 
7625 

 
Attention: Adel Groenewald 
By email: adel@dougjeff.co.za 
 
Dear Adel 
 
Draft Basic Assessment Report for the Proposed Expansion of the Diesel Storage 
Facilities at the Koeberg Nuclear Power Station, Farm Duynefontein 1552, 
Melkbosstrand 
 
CapeNature would like to thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed 
development and would like to make the following comments. Please note that our 
comments only pertain to the biodiversity related impacts and not to the overall desirability 
of the proposed development.  
 
The application is for increased diesel storage facilities required for operations at the nuclear 
power station for emergency situations. Two alternative locations are provided for the one 
additional tank, with the other additional tank located at the portable emergency equipment 
site. 
 
The three alternative locations are located on transformed footprints according to the 
information contained within the draft basic assessment report. CapeNature is satisfied that 
no further specialist studies are required regarding terrestrial ecology and that the facilities 
will not have a significant impact in this regard.  
 
In terms of surface water features, the Ekhaya site alternative is located to the south of 
stormwater attenuation ponds, with a natural wetland located a bit further to the east. The 
transport garage site alternative is not located adjacent to any freshwater features. There is 
a wetland located to the south east of the portable emergency equipment site. Ideally the 
buffer between the wetlands and the proposed facilities should be indicated  
 
CapeNature agrees that none of the proposed site alternative locations will impact on 
surface or groundwater features provided the design and implementation of the facility 
adheres to international best practice. It is noted that information has been provided 
regarding the proposed technology and a specialist risk assessment which should be 
assessed by those with the relevant expertise. 
 
The property is classified as Protected Area according to the Biodiversity Network (BioNet) 
for the City of Cape Town and the Western Cape Biodiversity Spatial Plan. It should be 
noted that the entire property (Cape Farm 34) forms part of the Koeberg Nature Reserve.  
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With regards to the Koeberg Nature Reserve, it should be noted that the private nature 
reserve proclaimed under the Western Cape Nature and Environmental Conservation 
Ordinance, 1974 (Ordinance 19 of 1974), has been made compliant with the provisions of 
the National Environmental Management: Protected Areas Act (NEM:PAA – Act 57 of 2003). 
A stewardship agreement was signed between Eskom and CapeNature in March 2015 and 
a protected area management plan (PAMP) has been compiled in terms of NEM:PAA 
(termed the Management Plan for the Koeberg Nature Reserve). This PAMP has approved 
by the MEC for Local Government, Environmental Affairs and Development Planning.  
 
All development or changes from a natural condition within a protected area should be 
controlled by the approved PAMP in terms of NEM:PAA. None of the proposed alternative 
locations are within the Conservation Zone of the nature reserve. The Ekhaya site is within 
the Developed Zone – Noxious Industrial and the transport garage site and portable 
emergency equipment sites are both within the Developed Zone – Facilities. Therefore, all of 
the alternative sites are compliant with the PAMP. Any alternative locations within the 
Conservation Zone would be non-compliant. Any development that does not comply with the 
approved PAMP would be in contravention of NEM:PAA. 
 
In conclusion, CapeNature does not object to the proposed developed provided the 
Environmental Management Plan and industry best practice is implemented. 
 
CapeNature reserves the right to revise initial comments and request further information 
based on any additional information that may be received. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Rhett Smart 
For:  Manager (Scientific Services) 






















